It shows how such a, hard and thick bone as the petrous portion of the temporal might be fractured, and comminuted too in the manner above stated, while the bones of the vertex of the skull, which are thinner, and which received the direct violence, escaped quite uninjured.
Died at p.m., about 12 hours after admission.
Autopsy.?There was extensive fracture of the base of skull from one temporal bone to the other, along their petrous portions, and the wings and body of the spenoid bone. There was some comminution here and there, along the line of fracture. There was a large quantity of fluid blood, and some clots on the under surface of the brain. The fracture did not extend beyond the squamous portions of the temporal bones. There was no injury whatever to the bones of the vertex.
